








KEEPING THE RECORD STRAIGHT -~ by Edith Essig August 1, 1960 
1830 Fremont Drive, 
Alameda, California 


HAMMER & GAVEL 


"There goes the Pony Express!" the bystanders shouted in the far-off days of 
1860 and 1861, and now the cry rings out again as a century of history is rolled 
back in a commemorative rerun of that dramatic development in postal progress. 

The news spotlight picks up the riders at various points of the 1,900-mile 
route between St. Joseph, Missouri and Sacramento, California, where their arrival 
touches off appropriate celebrations or by happy coincidence adds an extra touch of 
excitement to other and unrelated pioneer-day festivals; as in the instance reported 
by Associated Press on July 25th from Fort Laramie, Wyoming: "Eastbound and westbounc 
Pony Express riders practically scraped stirrups in passing each other in southwest- 
ern Wyoming yesterday, A westbound rider galloped through Salt Lake City today 30 
minutes ahead of schedule, He arrived in the midst of a Days of 147 arade celebrat- 
ing the arrival of the Mormon pioneers in the Valley of the Great Salt +ake...."' 

While the Pony Express was making history it carried the last messages of Pres-— 
ident Buchanan, the news of the election of his successor, Abraham Lincoln, of the 
firing on Fort Sumter, of the President's call to arms. The record-breaking run was 
that in which Lincoln's ina al address was carried on horseback across the nation 
in seven days and seventeen hours, 

The Pony Express’ was at full gallop and available to speed the news when Chicago 
businessmen raised {)7,000 by public subscription for the erection of a convention 
hall constructed of deal planks, called the "Wigwam", and representatives of the now 

"Grand Old Party'"*hammered out the political platform on which Abraham Lincoln became 
the Republican presidential nominee: a matter of proud memory to the Partyts standard 
bearers who converged on that city a week ago for the Republican convention of 1960. 

As in the placarded, flag- and bunting-decorated Wigwam of long ago, the lively 
tap of the hammer was heard as an accompaniment to the readying of Convention Hall 
and in the tacking up of photographic trimmings that set the stage for the arrival of 
presidential hopefuls Richard Nixon, Barry Goldwater and Nelson Rockefeller--Nixon 
radiating dignified confidence, Goldwater modest, unassuming conservatism, Rockefeller 


coy amenability to a draft. 
On stage and off, before and after GOP National Chairman Thruston B. Morton 


banged the gavel to open the 27th Republican convention, the steady beat of the 
hammer upon the emerging party platform (muffled at times by closed doors, as in the 
instance of Nixon's and Rockefeller*s preliminary "little summit" meeting in the 
latter's apartment on Manhattan*s Fifth Avenue) whetted public interest. In due time 
the somewhat disgruntled platform committee was presented with the Treaty of Fifth 
Avenue, calling for foreign entanglements in the way of "regional confederations"; and 
a stiff "Civil Rights" plank. As reported in the news: "The Nixon-Rockefeller recom- 
mendation also demanded an indorsement of Negro tsit in* demonstrations in the south.' 
AP dispatch, July 26: "Faced with an I-won't-run-unless threat from Vice President 
Nixon, the Republican platform committee tonight gave him a strong civil rights 
plank to stand on in his battle against the Democrats...It is not quite as tough as 
Nixon has demanded.'' (The committee knocked out the explicit’ statement of support 
for sit-in demonstrations in ea places which refuse to serve Negroes, merely ap- 
plauding retailers who abandon such restrictions.) 

Outside the convention hall an NAACP demonstration of 5,000 persons, mostly 
Negroes and led by the perennial agitator Martin Luther King, paraded in demand 
for an all-out civil rights platform. Inside, dignity, grace and charm held sway; 
the charm being supplied chiefly by Pat Nixon, Mamie Eisenhower, and the little 
Nixon girls, whose shy demeanor prompted a news commentator to remark upon the novel- 
ty of this break in their normally unspoiled and sheltered lives. (Reportedly, the 
need for shelter is met in one respect by enrollment in an all-white private school 


“an advantage that their father's requirements in civil rights will deny to less 

mae “Gt it ag be itical Republi the televised proceedings of the convention 
ft) and uncritic cans r) 

that Guliinated in the nomination of Richard Nixon for President and Henry Cabot 


Lodg or Vice President su ed the ideal contrast to the spectacle of Democratic 
hig yh 5 so recently wTEnesed. To those who take the trouble to read the 
Jewish press, and who noted that the powerful Zionist leader Rabbi Abba Hillel Silva 
gave the invocation at one of the sessions, it is evident that the two conventions 
steered parallel courses toward the goal of the international cabal that, since the 
removal of Abraham Lincoln, has steadily mounted toward world rule through moncy 
manipulation, wars and revolutions. 

Pnanr the heading Presidential Candid ld) columnist Phin- 
eas J. Biron states in the B : Needless to say all 


DF 3. Mess p 
the would-be candidates assured the Zionist leadership that they were fully aware of 
the Israeli problems and that they would be in our corner after the elections.,.Mr. 
Nixon's friends have been quite active, assuring pro-Israel elements that he would 
defend Jewish legitimate claims in the Middle East more force than the Eisen- 
hower Administration. Thus it can be said that no matter who contest the 
Presidential elections, Israel has nothing to fear," 

If, as suggested by campaign stag the spirit of lincoln brooded over the 
Chicago convention it seems ely that passing judgment on the edifice that must 
result from the inclusion of virtually~identical planks of the Democratic and Re- 
publican party platforms the Great Emancipator would repeat the words he spoke at 
Springfield, Illinois on January 16, 1858: "We cannot absolutely know that all of 
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A may emerge next year a new conservative party. 





a2Qe 
these exact adaptions are the result of preconcert. But when we see a lot of framed 
timbers, different portions of which we know have been gotten out at different times 
and places and by different workmen--Stephen, Franklin, Roger and James, for instanc 
=--and we see these timbers joined together, and see them exactly make the frame of a 
house or a mill, all the tenons and mortises exactly fitting, and all the lengths an 
proportions of the different pieces exactly adapted to their respective places, and 
not a piece too many or too few, not omitting even scaffolding~<or, if a single 
piece be lacking, we see the place in the frame exactly fitted and prepared yet to 
bring such a piece ine=-in such case we find it impossible not to believe that Steph- 
en and Franklin and Roger and James all understood one another from the beginning, 
and all worked yy @ common Bp es or draft drawn up before the first blow was struck, 
In view of the glaring evidence that confronts us at every turn it is indeed im- 

possible not to believe that the mentors of Richard and Nelson in the Republican 
catpsene those of John and .oy in the Democratic, understood one another perfect 
iy. efore the first blow of the hammer was struck on either party platform, Add to 
this the an eee testimony to the fact that the same evil forces are behind the 
colored revolt that is sweeping the world from the Far East to Africa and across the 
Atlantic to Dixie, and the dim outline of another platform--the hangman's scaffold 
erected for the execution of white Christian civilization--begins to appear. 
sgogteh fam ieoptariliog ety for teleed Aaeitee Sritiais iid Scag the 2a 

8 om e 8 ed Nations offic 8 oday the ~ 
old Republic of Congo has virtually collapsed as a going nation, U.N. officials pool 
der American Negro diplomat Dr. Ralph Bunche were pe desperately to maintain 
order, keep the Congolese fed and stave off famine and disease. (Flashback to a 
news adline of last May 12: BUNCHE CALLS NEGRO SIT-INS "INEVITABLE, LOGICAL AND 


JUSTIFIED," 
on ety 12 The ourier of Charleston, South Carolina editorially de- 


Flee en Rage: —"s gece GUILT FOR ABANDONING WHITES TO argos Rewer 
spatches quote refugees from the Congo as curs their Belgian homeland. Indee 
they might with justification. The tales of Slack Sane and wiles occurring in the 
Congolese travesty of a civilized nation wr the hearts and turn the stomachs of 
decent people. Those pathetic men and women of European descent, paying the price fo 
the stupidity and ap sinha 3 of their countrymen who ysélded so cowardly to black 
barbarism, well may curse, however, other than Belgians, Belgium only took its cue 
in these matters from the greater powers. After the capitulation of Britain in Ghana 
and Kenya, for instance, and the equally 6 uted Sage of France throughout 
her African territories, tiny Belgum scarcely could be expected to stand firm. Worl 
opinion, carefully engineered for decades by leftists of all hues, seems insistent 
that white men and their priceless civilization mst be sacrificed to appease the 
brutal appetites and irrational hatreds of backward peoples everywhere,..We have 
little doubt that when the full gtory is told, this country will be shown to be 
deeply and regrettably involved in the unrest now gripping Africa's Negro millions. 
ae ye and toleration by the United States government and its officials, di- 
rectly and indirectly, of unlawful and uncivilized black ession in America,have 
had their effect in Africa, The contributions of some American Negroes in this re- 
spect deserve notice, The NAACP has urged a boycott of South Africats goods and 
spoken of armed intervention there by the United Nations, Relations between Kenya's 

u fron » Tom a, and certain American Negroes such as Harry Belafonte 
and Jackie Robinson, have not had nearly enough attention..." 

The July 2lst issue of the Negro newspaper Herald-Dispatch of Los Angeles 
headlined: "RUSSIA DRIVES BELGIUM BEAST FROM CONGO, LUMUMBA SPEAKS TO U.N...Premier 
a declared that the Congo was in a state of war, He ordered the withdrawal of 

the Belgian Beast from the Congo within twelve hours and stated that he would ask 
Russia to come in to help restore order..." Same paper on J 9: "MARCH ON CON- 
VENTIONS, MOVE FOR NOW. Thousands of Negro citizens in Chicago and Los An=- 
geles are demanding an end to the "bi-partisan conspiracy of silence of the two maja 
arties,* according to A, Philip Randolph...The thousands of militant voices will 
emand that the presidential candidates will take a personal stand for civil rights 
by stating that *if elected’ they will issue Executive Orders abolishing discrimina- 


h tragic footnote to the history of the Fepeytcan convention records the death 
of ee Geor ° ap gee og gs ig of maenae ert POET CIpe. Corr etpencens whi 
cover ) e edic wo uch. n aper 
pete J Cte te Pat one »" he BoB scecten a Wout f want £0 stay in this’ busi~ 
ness until I just drop in my tracks."* This outstan reporter's fair and honest 
coverage kept the record straight throughout the troubled years in which today*s 
headliners advanced to their date with destiny at the Chicago convention. These hec-~ 
tic years saw the transfer of New Deal policies from the Truman regime to the Re- 
pwbiiogn administration of Eisenhower, in the course of which the American soldier 
ost his Constitutional rights via the Status of Forces Treaty that was framed my 
*s Secret of State Dean Acheson,and tabled pending the inauguration of Eis- 
hower, who prompt esented it to the Senate for ratification; the roll call of 
those voting for it including such alleged GOP conservatives as Senators Goldwater 
and William F. Knowland, The hectic years saw the bas plies effort of Goldwater for 
confirmation of Eisenhower's appointment of the Zionist Lewis Strauss for the post of 
Secretary of Commerce, They covered the Eisenhower- and Nixon-endorsed drive for re- 
peal of the Connally Reservation to U.S. participation in the U.N.*s World Court, 
which, if successful, will destroy the last barrier to abject, unconditional surren- 
der of national sovereignty. ‘ : 
George Rothwell Brown's last dispatch to the Hearst papers,published posthumous- 
ly just before the fall of the gavel brought the Republican convention to a close, 
was typic forthright: "The Los eles and Chicago platforms have left an army 
of conservative members of both political parties orphans of the Welfare State 
storm, homeless and shelterless. There are enough of them, if they could be welded 
together » to form a third party, formidabl¢ in principles and in numbers, and con- 
stituting something unique in our history--the first old-fashioned American-type 
coalition in contrast with the 4 pagel of the past...The times are ripe for it, 
The present Democratic and Republican parties have drawn so mye together that to- 
heir philosophies are scarcely distinguishable, Both are farther the left the 
the Roosevelt New Deal. platforms of 1936 and 1940...From this impending contest ther. 





